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Let's put our cards on the table; how many great (not just “acceptable,” but

truly great) white blues singers can you name? Don't hurt your brain trying

to do the math – the number is roughly equivalent to that of Pygmy

basketball stars, hedonistic monks, and responsible, upstanding Hilton

sisters. However enamored of the blues the aforementioned, pigment-

challenged portion of the populace may be, 999,999 times out of a million

it's just not in our genes somehow. As the considerable talents of everyone

from John Hammond Jr. to Bonnie Raitt have proven over the years, at

best we can usually only make a damn good try.

 

That's one of the most obvious reasons Detroit-born Janiva Magness

stands out as far above the competition as she does, but it's not the most

important one. The dearth of truly captivating contemporary blues artists

with something distinctive to offer beyond a retro rehash or a tepid

“update” is the situation to which Magness' music responds so directly.

Just as she did with her excellent 2006 album, Move You, Magness brings

vibrance, viscerality, guts, and plain unadulterated soul to her Alligator

debut, What Love Will Do.

 

Whether she's adding her own vivid stamp to Little Milton's “That's What

Love Will Make You Do,” daring to stand in the shadow of the Mount
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Whether she's adding her own vivid stamp to Little Milton's “That's What

Love Will Make You Do,” daring to stand in the shadow of the Mount

Rushmore of Memphis soul on Al Green's “I'm Glad You're Mine,” or

narrating husband/bassist/reedman Jeff Turmes' tale of music-biz woes

“You Sound Pretty Good” with the familiarity of autobiography, Magness

maintains the bite of a Koko Taylor and the dramatic gravitas of a Bettye

Lavette while remaining undeniably herself. Production that's punchy

without being ham-fisted, and gritty without kowtowing to self-conscious

notions of “authenticity” frames Magness' big voice perfectly, making for

what will undoubtedly be one of 2008's most memorable blues releases.

 

Standout Tracks: "That's What Love Will Make You Do," "I'm Glad

You're Mine" JIM ALLEN

 

 

 

07/17/2008

El Rey by Wedding Present

07/17/2008

Two Men With The Blues

by Willie Nelson and

Wynton Marsalis

07/17/2008

The Bake Sale EP by Cool

Kids

07/17/2008

Lay It Down by Al Green

07/16/2008

Tijuana Sound Machine by

Nortec Collective Presents

Bostich + Fussible

07/16/2008

Teenage Head with Marky

Ramone by Teenage Head

with Marky Ramone

07/16/2008

Verbs by Au

07/15/2008

The Beautiful Lie by Ed

Harcourt

07/15/2008

This Riot Life by Veda Hille

07/15/2008

The Evangelist by Robert

Forster

07/14/2008

Life Death Love and

Freedom by John

Mellencamp

07/14/2008

Master-Dik + J’Accuse Ted

Hughes by Sonic Youth

07/14/2008

Directions to See a Ghost by

Black Angels

07/11/2008

Home Before Dark by Neil

Diamond

07/11/2008

Live In Liverpool by Gossip

07/11/2008

Skeleton by Abe Vigoda

07/11/2008

Forever Changes

(Collector’s Edition)

[reissue] by Love

07/11/2008

Chandelier by Rachael Sage

07/10/2008

Long Gone and Nearly

There by Julie Ocean

07/10/2008

Singles 06-07 by Jay

Reatard

07/10/2008

Arizona Motel by Hacienda

Brothers

07/10/2008

Iron & Diamonds by Gibson

Brothers

07/09/2008

Buddy Guy

New album "Skin

Deep" featuring all

new music. Check it

out now!
amazon.com/buddyguy

Blues Music

Listen To Blues Music

Now! It's Free with the

Music Toolbar
Music.alottoolbars.com

July 16th

Summer’s here and

the time is right

for… hmm, we

don’t know! How

are YOU spending

your time this

summer?

Reading a

book

Hitting rock

festivals

Getting stoned

Working a

crap job

Campaigning

for Obama

Campaigning

for McCain

Touring in a

band

Filming reality

TV show

Hooking up

Dancing in the

street

Submit Vote

Current Results


